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There's a new cottage industry catered specifically
to the Boeing AH-64 Apache model of helicopter
parent; the kind that swoops in, as if to Wagner's
Ride of the Valkyries, waging total war via Etsy-
esque word art, determined to make sure that if
anything in this world holds their child back, it sure
as hell won't be a tacky bedspread. According to
the Washington Post, dorm-focused design firms
and outlets like Dormify have come about because
"the same baby boomers who slapped a Bob
Marley poster on the dorm wall and called it a day
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are now willing to pay big bucks for coordinating
duvets, pillows curtains, rugs and other symbols of
a well-appointed dorm for their children," which
often sets them back as much as $5,000. Below, the
most infuriating highlights from a tale of "easing the
separation anxiety" via dorm decor.

14. American college students and their parents will
spend around $48B this year on furniture, bedding,
electronics, and other dorm supplies. This amounts
to an average of $916 per person.

13. Skewing that average in the direction of scarcely
believable are the parents that bring in
professionals: "Designers are doing individual
rooms and calling us for products," says Dormify
founder Karen Zuckerman. "It's becoming a really
big deal."

12. The average dorm room, "even at some of the
most elite colleges and universities," whose white-
painted walls and fluorescent lighting were good
enough for your daddy, and good enough for you,
presents "a challenge for many millennials who have
never shared a bedroom or bath and aren't
accustomed to roommates or going without."

11. Some of these millennials might be so
challenged by drab dorm rooms that they don't
even know it. "I've never been contacted directly by
a student," says Rachel Strisik Rosenthal, a
Bethesda-based organizer whose clients pay a
minimum of $675 for dorm reorganizations with
some design elements. "It's usually the parent."

10. Which is a apparently a steal: "she knows a
professional organizer in New York who just moved
a student into a dorm room—and the planning and
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design fees were $5,000 alone."

9. This phenomenon seemingly breaks down by
gender in a way that should elicit a few flags in an
Introduction to Feminist Theory discussion section:
"This is almost an entirely female phenomenon,
fueled by social media and increasingly
sophisticated marketing to college students. Boys
don't really care what their rooms look like—they
just want the TV and other electronics... Girls, on the
other hand, create mood boards with pictures of
their perfect space and trade ideas on Facebook
and Pinterest."

8. Dormify added a guys section this year for guys
with offerings such as a $40 decal that reads "DO
EPIC SHIT." But even though it has so perfectly
captured the taste of the young American male,
according to Dormify's Karen Zuckerman: "that's
really targeted towards moms."

7. Usually, it's mother-and-daughter teams that are
creating their first dorm rooms together,
occasionally with the help of professionals, which is
a way of "easing the separation anxiety."

6. Dormify has incorporated a blog and a cadre of
far-flung "style advisors" that help document
adorable dorm rooms. The application, which has
openings for roles including "Blogger/Journalism"
and "Social Media and SEO," asks: "Do you have a
great eye for style? A passion for posh? Are you
charming, energetic and an overall fun-loving
person?"

5. A typical purchase on Dormify is $300, "but some
customers shell out as much as $2,000 to decorate
the entire room. The site also has a gift registry, and
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more students are asking for dorm decor as
birthday and graduation presents. Zuckerman says
she probably spent $1,000 on Amanda's freshman
dorm, but she's heard of people who have spent
$4,000 to $5,000 on decor; one paid even more to
install a customized closet system.

4. Parents are willing to shell out this much for dorm
decor because they think of it as decorating their
child's first apartment, with the expectation that
many pieces, such as the polka-dotted "Fuck It,
Let's Dance" print ($29.99) "can easily be
transferred to a small rental."

3. Zoom Interiors, an online design firm founded by
GWU graduates that met as interior design students
and decoded to go pro after helping their friends put
together on-trend dorm rooms, recently finished
rooms for a brother and a sister at Yale. The son
needed more clothes storage, the daughter an
"overall decor plan," for a total cost of $3,500.

2. A lonely sounding Harvard student recently paid
Zoom about $3,000 to "create an elegant look" for
his single dorm room. "He wants very high-end
things he can move into an apartment," says Zoom
co-founder Fischel Fraser. Such upscale clients
"buy things they plan on keeping."

1. Naturally, colleges looking to attract parents have
picked up on this trend. The next step is entire
luxury dorms such as Purdue University's $52M
First Street Towers, the designer of which calls it
"essentially a hotel" for "helicopter parents who
want to send their son or daughter to college
campus but give them all the luxuries of home."

· Helicopter parents make their way into dorm
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rooms — at least in the decorating [Washington
Post]

Copyright © 2014 Curbed National

www.touchofmodern.com/sales

http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/helicopter-parents-make-their-way-into-dorm-rooms--at-least-in-the-decorating/2014/08/24/3430bc40-248f-11e4-958c-268a320a60ce_story.html
http://curbed.com/
https://na.ads.yahoo.com/yax/clk?sn=1404a9da0d4c48c65f0700628f10c7098a8ceddb&es=ocfsV8TRVINktWWqU4bo.HW1WCIaV3_VOrW3u8HJVrHn6fan4.dOBwZvNqchFokERlW1VGk6LOukAXXS8qS3vXYYju8b26IBlX9S3UbPu.egabjVvHJ1ZUDkDWWOxyBdEwAm2e.n4ount6PSxJWOKyceGB441MaI9qn3Zo4vO2RDm90kiIW.PQKZ1XOZebaHuPkYyMos8vnfv12rbQKhbhfUu57MNAlgZH_pyaBGF8xrgVvVqL_Mgux.0J51QLtLDH0d72xu82hxKCMba9eqFIH_8Oxd.gQ3gORShAvTvJbJASiEN15k47fhFrW2.pFERbZngkinXoGsuIUE.kHOEvZdqOpPh9bQ0LwQ_T9KnOYyFRAWS8Jd&ve=2&ty=0&url=http://pr.ybp.yahoo.com/cj/cd/KrOvCdRR8SYQON6d4fMeM2dWg5aT9kT8DwN4kiKVXGJJM07HeUEPY8Dy1nvicoftUAKzYIyQEn7XkwzJZsB_jCG-LQ3Hm-X4kneopYQI8uBRkA0KnT7hW0oPTsmAbwCe3a5wWlvzsFY/rurl/https://ad.atdmt.com/c/go;p=11042207804866;as=11042208931019;a=11042210051140;crs=11042210051125;cr=11042210051137;i.ts=1464126152
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CY33iyMpEV4aRJYu8nAT56L6AC62Am-JEpPC29swCmKLYhkYQASCJpu8nYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHaloPtA8gBCagDAcgDCKoEvgFP0DNXfqNiYN2OB922xGpVhKFm_xFpWoPY63RaMsqGiEU2ULKlNlpCMIvB95sstDYRSSv95BmoXghI9m0JXLcu_rMU7CZOh_KS24BVBC2hGPTqaizLp4A35J9PNWD_jGerKsZvTwkyhwt47rGEl1OZdCrntiBxQcNkHp5JP_3s0Tohvd6WR5j377Wv7iUvaDSPoSlH6ac1LnS-6M7vxcYWEkrlZ51K0WxNwDxMKUqFAOLwYsGoYUHZOKAhgwgjiAYBoAYugAeO6fwSqAemvhvYBwDYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRor2xK2kwBmSt3TGqRJw3Sag&sig=AOD64_0sHeFRTr1ffoqxTPSwJNjPuyxLTg&client=ca-pub-5786243031610172&adurl=https://www.touchofmodern.com/sales%3Fno_wall%3D1%26first_sale_id%3D6567%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26campaign%3D%5BDisplay%5D%2520%5BImage%5D_gdnfullautocampaignomaudio_%26utm_mtype%3D%26utm_campaign%3D%5BDisplay%5D%2520%5BImage%5D%2520gdnfullautocampaignomaudio_%26utm_term%3D%26tomo_utm_mapping%3D1%26nui_code%3DWAJC5PO2J%26special%3Dgoogle_4469.anonymous.google


5/24/16, 5:42 PM14 Painful Lines About Dorm Makeovers by Helicopter Parents

Page 6 of 6https://www.yahoo.com/news/news/14-painful-lines-dorm-makeovers-helicopter-parents-160005788.html?ref=gs

Help Privacy Suggestions About Our Ads

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstCX8EyK3TD1KnjQvaceDnXyXY2Ai70jf9n8GeLKdUTcllNqHdz2ow_gC8deVVQUZsif2R1TFkTNEv9RwOS_W26bVxOtTPvTkOGxHtZuaO4fH6pVA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD20J1bMg9ZB&urlfix=1&adurl=http://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D3d14a0de-17eb-48a6-9a65-1f9ad2ec1564%26ag%3Dcjsgzge%26crid%3D3pyg2gom%26cf%3D%26fq%3D0%26td_s%3Dwww.yahoo.com%26rcats%3D%26mcat%3D%26mste%3Dyahoo.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3Dptq2pii3wz%26mfsi%3Dihwq1b6%26sv%3Drightmedia%26uhow%3D65%26agsa%3D%26rgco%3DUnited%2520States%26rgre%3DDistrict%2520of%2520Columbia%26rgme%3D511%26rgci%3DWashington%26rgz%3D20008%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOther%26br%3DSafari%26svpid%3D23351%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3D%26tmpc%3D%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26dur%3D%26crrelr%3D%26r%3Dhttp://www.cooperinn.com/special-pkg

