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9 Organizing Mistakes That Are
Making Your Life Harder Than It
Needs to Be
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When you take the time to organize your home, you
want there to be some serious payoff afterwards.
Why else would you spend hours sorting through
crinkled receipts or roaming the aisles of The
Container Store? But according to our go-to pro
organizers, some methods we think are helping us
stay organized are actually hurting us big time.
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You corral
clutter
into neat
piles.
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Stacking mail and old
receipts doesn't
reduce the quantity
of papers you're
holding onto, it just
rearranges 'em.
That's why Rachel
Rosenthal, a
professional
organizer at Rachel
and Company,
recommends using
hanging files to
separate papers into
actionable
categories. "This will
make it easier for you
to see what you need
to tackle right away
and what you need to
allot time for in the
future," she says.
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You hold
onto
grocery
bags for
later.
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Yes, it's convenient
to have a bags at-
the-ready for wet
swimsuits and life's
other messy
moments. However,
Amelia Meena,
organizer and
founder of
Appleshine, says
holding onto too
many will turn your
drawer into a black
hole of bags. Instead,
she recommends
define a capacity
limit: "Then keep one
larger shopping bag
to hold all the other
bags and don't ever
keep more bags than
can fit within."
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You live by
someone
else's rules.
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What works for your
husband, might not
work for you (and
vice versa!). That's
why you're more
likely to find success
when you figure out
processes together
and write your own
rules to make it work.
For instance, "if
storage doesn't exist
in the right place,
then add it," says
Jeni Aron, founder of
Clutter Cowgirl.
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You use
way too
many
boxes.
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Sure, we all own a
few of these
organizers, but
Meena often finds
that her clients don't
even know what
they've hidden inside
of theirs. That's why
she says to try not to
go overboard with
too many containers.
And when you do
invest in one,"keep
boxes clear and
accessible," she
says.1 B

http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/organizing-tips/g3673/organizing-mistakes-make-life-more-difficult/&media=http://hbu.h-cdn.co/assets/16/31/640x960/gallery-1470072155-organizing-mistakes-boxes.jpg&description=You%20use%20way%20too%20many%20boxes.%20%20%20-%20HouseBeautiful.com
http://www.facebook.com/v2.3/dialog/feed?app_id=172224906175070&name=You+use+way+too+many+boxes.+&description=Sure%2C+we+all+own+a+few+of+these+organizers%2C+but+Meena+often+finds+that+her+clients+don%27t+even+know+what+they%27ve+hidden+inside+of+theirs.+That%27s+why+she+says+to+try+not+to+go+overboard+with+too+many+containers.+And+when+you+do+invest+in+one%2C%22keep+boxes+clear+and+accessible%2C%22+she+says.%0A%0A&display=popup&link=http://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/organizing-tips/g3673/organizing-mistakes-make-life-more-difficult/&picture=http://hbu.h-cdn.co/assets/16/31/640x320/landscape-1470072155-organizing-mistakes-boxes.jpg&redirect_uri=http://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/organizing-tips/g3673/organizing-mistakes-make-life-more-difficult/&version=v2.3




5
You stash
stuff out of
sight.
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You've heard it
before: "Out of sight,
out of mind." But if
you use this
mentality when you
organize, chances
are you're holding
onto items you don't
need. "Even if you
technically have
space to keep all
items behind closed
doors or drawers,
what's the point in
keeping it?" asks
Rosenthal. "Your
space should only be
filled with items that
you actually use."
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You follow
the trends
(even
when they
don't
work for
you).

$ "

Just because your
favorite bloggers
hails a certain
method as "life-
changing," doesn't
mean it'll have the
positive same effect
on you. For example:
Organizing pro, Matt
Baier, says the Only
Handle It Once
(OHIO) style puts too
much pressure on
making the perfect
decision and doesn't
allow for
prioritization.
"Instead, your goal
should be to always
move an item
forward in
manageable, reliable
stages," he says.
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You rush
through
the
shopping
experience.
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Before you, say, pick
out a laundry basket,
Rosenthal
recommends making
sure you have the
necessary
information, like the
size of the
space."This will cut
down on time spent
shopping and also
can help you feel
less overwhelmed
when you enter the
store since you know
exactly what you are
looking for," she
says.
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You forget
to purge
after you
move.
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Nope, it's not just a
pre-move task. "We
end up putting things
away and storing
items we no longer
need or want," says
Jeffrey Phillip, Good
Housekeeping's
organizing expert.
And those items
almost always end
up deep in storage
somewhere. Instead,
consider a second
purge after you
unpack.1 B
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You view
organizing
as a one-
time
event.
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After sending half of
your closet off to
Goodwill, you should
absolutely give
yourself a pat on the
back. But Rosenthal
says the job task
ever over — it's a
way of life. The key
to remaining
organized? "Choose
products that work
with your lifestyle and
how you and your
family run," she says.
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LANDSCAPING

15 TINY HOUSE

RESIDENTS REVEAL

WHAT IT'S REALLY LIKE
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COUPLE FINDS $6,500

WORTH OF JEWELRY IN

A $6 CHAIR THEY

BOUGHT AT AUCTION

TRUMP VS. CLINTON:

WHO WOULD

DECORATE THE WHITE

HOUSE BETTER?

THIS STATE IS HOME TO

THE WORST DRIVERS IN

THE COUNTRY

THERE'S MORE TO THAT

FIGHT IN IKEA WITH

KATE MIDDLETON WILL

PROBABLY NEVER STOP

15 HAUNTINGLY GOOD

HALLOWEEN
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LIFESTYLE ORGANIZING 9 WAYS YOU'RE MAKING CLEANING HARDER THAN IT NEEDS TO BE

11 ORGANIZING IDEAS THAT MAKE THE MOST OUT OF YOUR CABINETS

6 THINGS THAT KILL YOUR ORGANIZING GAME 10 THINGS IN YOUR HOUSE THAT ARE MAKING YOU TIRED

11 THINGS IN YOUR HOUSE THAT ARE MAKING YOU SNEEZE

11 DREAM KITCHEN UPGRADES THAT WILL TOTALLY CHANGE YOUR LIFE

YOUR HUSBAND THAN

YOU THINK

WEARING THIS ONE

THING

COCKTAILS
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